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My family falls under the category of a nuclear family. It consists of my father, mother, and I. Nuclear family consists of two or one parent plus their child/ children. The nuclear family lives independently of the extended family (Porter, 2018). There is less attachment with extended family members. However, when need is, we support any of our extended family members. There are no strong ties that exist between families of other relatives. Both parents have constant communication with their siblings. Because of the way I grew up, I do not have close contact with our cousins although my aunties and uncles are known to me. My attachment with schoolmates and friends is more than with my extended family because we didn’t interact when I was young. In Canada at large, a nuclear family is the most dominant. Being the only child to my parents is also not a great deal because I know several families like our own. While I don’t complain, I wish I would have another sibling.  
My two parents migrated from Hong Kong and have resided in Canada since then. My family can thus be referred to as an immigrant family. They had to adapt to the change in lifestyle and society set up in Canada. There are variations in culture and society set up between Hong Kong and Canada. Hong Kong culture is mostly influenced by mainstream china culture. However, it has been changing over time and developing a fusion of east and west. While my parents migrated from an overly homogeneous society, they encountered a heterogeneous society in Canada. The heterogeneity in Canadian society means that there are no overly dominant cultural values held by any ethnic group. My experience in growing up in Canada has been smooth. There is no pressure to be someone or to follow some societal norms and cultures and everyone is allowed to be the person they want. 

My family can also be defined as neolocal. In this family setup, the newly married couple reside separately from their parents. My father and mother started living together apart from their family after marriage. This was the model of family that they chose as it was also contributed by their migration to Canada. Given that none of their parents reside in Canada, they had to live independently. While this is the most common type of set of families especially in urban areas it was interesting to note that only 5 percent of the world population follow this pattern. This pattern of the family is common in urban centers where the emphasis is on independence. Other patterns include patrilocal, matrilocal, and joint family living (Mitchell, 2021). The patrilocal pattern is where a son and his wife live in their fathers’ house. This is the most common pattern. In matrilocal residence, the daughter and her husband live in her mothers’ house. Patrilocal and matrilocal residences are common in many rural areas and in any case, the young family is somehow dependent on their parents. It is important to understand that in both patrilocal and matrilocal residents, the newly married couple do not live under one roof with their parents, however, they share a compound. The neolocal residence is common in industrialized setups where labor is exchanged for money. Families in the neolocal patterns can sustain themselves without the support of their parents. In joint living, more than three generations live under one roof. 
In terms of power and authority, I would define my family as being egalitarian. Family egalitarianism means that decision-making power on family matters is shared equally among the husband and the wife in an ongoing activity. This is true in my family because my father and mother have to agree on many decisions about our lives. The choice of school, the house we live in, investments to make, and virtually all day-to-day running of the house is done through consultation. The benefits, duties, and obligations in my family are equally shared by my parents (Mitchell, 2021). There are other alternate types of family-based on who exercise authority. In patriarchal families, authority is exercised by the father and it manifests through social institutions. Many societies with cultures that have male dominance operate in an aforementioned manner. The other type of family is matriarchy where authority is exercised by women. In societies where matriarchy is applicable, women are allowed to inherit wealth and are placed in charge of the household. Men don’t inherit property and have no control over it. In both patriarchy and matriarchy family set up, there is a division of labor. This setup thrives where the society has maintained strong cultural norms. Egalitarian families represent the modern world where both spouses are engaged in productive activities that generate income. 
Family consist of a group of one or more parent living together with their children. It is the basic unit of a society and an important stepping stone of the future. As an important unit of society, one must have ample understanding of their family. Family does not exist independently but within a society that has cultural values which affect the way people live. The type of family is determined by the cultural heritage of the society. Societies that exhibit different cultural values are said to be heterogeneous while those with similar cultural values are said to be homogeneous. 
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